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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


THE CRUSADES. 


About 70 years after the death of 
Christ, the clouds of thick darkness 
which had hovered over Jerusalem, 
burst in vengeance upon that splendid 
city, and levelle. in the dust that great- 
ness, which had been accumulated du- 
ring centuries. 

The Jewish people had attained that 
degree of natural wickedness, which is 
the watchword of destruction, and calls 
with prophetic voice “ Babylon is fall- 


Pe 


en. 
Titus besieged and took Jerusalem, 


and completely destroyed it. The em- 
eror Adrian rebuilt it in 130, and 
xermitted the christians to return to it. 
After this the empress Helena gave 
» further encouragement to the Christ- 
_ jans, and ordered the rubbish to be re- 
+ moved from those places, which had 
been signalized by evangelical events. 
As the human mind degenerated, 
and the form of religion attracted more 
than the spirit, the feelings of men be- 
came much more engaged in the places 
of pious events, than in the intentions 
© of the actors. Christians who derived 
their name from a founder, who adapt- 
' ed his tenets to every age, and held 
} forth an example worthy to be imitated 
‘ by the whole family of man, forgot 
the design of his religion, and trans- 
ferring their allegiance to the things 
that perish, thought it the height of 
| picty to make a pilgrimage to the Ho- 


Pa ly city. 


In 637, Jerusalem fell into the hands 
of the Saracens, who however possess- 
ed sufficient liberality, to leave undis- 
© turbed the prejudices of Christendom : 
| but when the Turks, in 1065, got pos- 
| session, the pilgrims were insulted, and 
» exposed to plunder. 

Peter the Hermit, in 1096, led on 
? the army of the first crusade; this was 
| a compound of fanatics, of men who by 
© their bad actions, were easily spared, 
» and by some few who panted for mili- 
; tary fame. 
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This army committed ravages thro’ 
every country it passe.!, was attacked 
and dispersed by the Hungarians and 
soldiers of Bulgaria. A small number 
reached Constantinople, and from 
thence proceeded to Syria, where they 
were defeated by the Turks. 

Godfrey of Bouillon, Raymond and 
others, brought on a second army, con- 
sisting of 600,000 foot, and 100,000 
horse ; the Turks were twice vanquish- 
ed on the very plains of Nice, where 
Peter the hermit had met with defeat; 
Edessa and Antioch were taken. 

While success crowned their exer- 
tions, the burning heat of the climate 
was engendering a dreadful scourge, 
disease appeared in its horrific garb, 
and laid many in the sleep of death; the 
countries they had passed over, and 
ravaged, could not afford them provis- 
ions ; and thus famine was added to 
pestilence. Discord crept into the coun- 
cils of the chiefs, and that eloquence 
which had kindled enthusiasm, and 
the pious harangues of their priests, 
failed to reanimate courage, or sooth 
the murmers of despair. 

Since the departure of this army 
from Constantinople, Jerusalem had 
been taken by the Saracens; these offer- 
ed peace to the Christians, which was 
rejected, and each party felt prompted 
by religion, to combat to the last. 

The Christians atthe sight of Jerusa- 
lem, felt their courage revive; the 
whole night was passed in prayer. A 
zeal no less ardent animated the breast 
of the Saracens; over the place where 
Solomon’s temple once stood, was a 
mosque venerated in the East, and a 
tradition led them to believe that the 
great Mahomet had winged his flight 
to heaven from Jerusalem. 

At break of day the combat com- 
menced, and with a courage not to be 
surpassed continued until night, when 
the crusaders returned to their camp. 
In sorrow the next day, 15th July 1099, 
at dawn of day, the besiegers returned 
to the assault, the conflict was terrible, 





victory held the balance equipoised tiil 











Godfrey of Bouillon succeeded in 
storming the ramparts, and lighted by 
the sword’s gleam, the torch of victory. 
At three o’clock in the afternoon of 
Friday, the crusades entered the city. 

This was the day and hour that 
Christ had suffered death for sinners in 
that very city; the voice which cried 
forgive them, for they know not what 
they do, should have reached the heart 
of every being, professing his name; 
but alas! the only sounds that reached 
the Christian ear that day were those 
of massacre and woe. From this 
scene of cold blooded carnage they 
were called to the church of the resur- 
rection, to return thanks to God. 

Godfrey was raised to the throne, 
after which the crusaders returned to 
their own countries. 

Thus ended the first crusade. 

At Godfrey’s death, Baldwin ascend- 
ed the throne. The minority of his 
son who succeeded him, afforded op- 
portunity for dissention, which the Sa- 
racens profited by; they took Edessa, 
and threatened Jerusalem. 

Alarm once more pervaded Europe, 
and, in 1146, Bernard preached the 
second crusade; Louis VII, of France 
and Conrad III, of Germany, with 
300,000 men assumed the cross, and 
were both defeated by the Turks near 
Tconium, 

Shortly after this, a humble attend- 
ant of the Caliphs raised himself to 
sovereignty, Persia, Asia, Egypt, and 
Syria bowed before him, the spirit of 
ambition glowed in a heart that ac- 
knowledged no superior, and medita- 
ting the conquest of Jerusalem, his ar- 
mies were on the march; he engaged 
the Christians in the battle of Tiberias, 
and defeated them. In 1187, he took 
possession of Jerusalem, he restored 
the religion of Mahomet, tolerated 
Christianity, and displayed a generosi- 
ty which his opponents professed, but 
Never practised; it was the honor of a 
musselman, and be it sacred, wherever 
it is found. 

This loss threw a gloom over Chris. 
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tendom, and roused the bigotry of the 
age to "another conflict. Philip II, of 
France, Richard of England, and the 
emperor Frederick Barbarossa enga- 

ed in the cause; the latter was acci- 
dentally drowned after defeating the 
sultan of Iconium. 

With an army of 300,000 men, the 
Christians besieged and took Ptolemais. 
Jealousy crept into the camp, and Phil- 
ip returned home in disgust. A few 
days after his departure, the armies of 
the crescent, and the cross met on the 
borders of the Jordan, near Antipa- 
tride. Inthe heat of the battle Rich- 
ard and Saladin engaged; at this sight 
the contending armies halted to view 
their chiefs; Saladin was unhorsed by 
his opponent, the Saracans rushed to 
his assistance, and the work of carnage 
rolled along the line in a general action, 
and the banner of the cross triumphed 
on this memorable day over one which 
was defended with valour and enthu- 
siasm. 

Saladin shut himself in Jerusalem to 
which he escaped by the military error 
of Richard. In the spring, the season 
of attack, the Christian camp was so 
harrassed by discord, as to render it 
impossible for their army to succeed. 
Richard now determined on peace, ne- 
gotiations were opened, and a truce 
was concluded for three years, three 
months, and three days; during which 
time Jerusalem was to be left open to 
the devotion of the Christians. ‘The 
chiefs of the Saracens swore on the 
Koran, those of tne Christians on the Bi- 
ble; but Saladin and Richard gave their 
word, as more solemn in royalty than 
the form of an oath. 

Richard returned to Europe, where 
he was detained in prison several years, 
by the meanness of the Austrian Prince. 
The glory of Saladin was enjoyed but 
a short time; at the approach of life’s 
unconquerable seal, he distributed his 
alms to Christians and to mussulmen; 
he commanded one of his officers to 
carry his winding sheet through the 
streets of Damascus, and proclaim 
«“ This is all that the great Saladin, con- 
queror of the East, carries with him 
from all his conquests.”” Thus died a 
chief, who by his talents and his valour 
raised himself to grandeur ; and thro’ 
a life of activity, was beloved by friend 
and foe; his memory shall bloom like 
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cipated. 

In 1202, Baldwin, count of Flanders, 
collected an army to fight against the 
Mahommedans, he however had the 
address to seize the throne of the east- 
ern empire, and remained at Constan- 
tinople, without proceeding to the Ho- 
ly Land. 

Louis IX, influenced by a pious zeal, 
and not taught wisdom by the losses 
of others, determined to deliver the 
city of the Holy Sepulchre; he was un- 
successful, and was taken prisoner in 
1250; after his ransom he raised an 
army which he led against Tunis; here 
the moors besieged him, and he fella 
victim to the disease which was epi- 





demic in the camp. 

Thus terminated a series of wars 
called holy; the descendants of the | 
crusaders who remained in Palestine, | 


so mixed as to have scarce a pretension 
to European origin. 

In this brief sketch, we have turned 
with disgust from the bigotry of man, 
and lamented that havoc which prey ed 
upon the flower of Europe and of Asia; 
yet the crusades were not without 
their use. Our forefathers were in the 
last stage of civilization, the arts and 
sclences were passing fast from them, 
and the night of darkness already cov- 
ered them, the feudal system which 
rendered every baron independent, 
and made many subservient to the com- 
mands of their chiefs, had thrown 
Christendom into a state of turbulence 
and petty wars. From this scene, re- 
ligious enthusiasm called them to com- 
bat a people, every way their superior. 
The Saracens retained the learning of 
Greece, which had been forgotten in 
Europe; sciences if not progressing, 
held its ground among them. The 
Christians by their intercourse with 
these people, and by travelling through 
different countries, gained the knowl- 
edge of the age ; the feudal system be- 
gan to totter, and society to present a 
new aspect, 

Previous to the 12th century, com- 
merce was little understood or valued, 
the frequency of voyages to the holy 
land, gave aspur to ship building, and 
awakened the maritime spirit of Genoa, 
Venice, and Marseilles; the knowl- 
edge of navigation thus acquired, led 





married with their neighbours, and are | 





to the discovery of the New World 


the cassia, and its fragrance be undis-| and of the naval route to India; th. 


wealth induced by trade, originating in 
the supply of provision ron the crusaders, 
afforded leisure for cultivating science, 
It is still a question whether they 

produced more good thanevil; the ky. 
man mind would have risen though slow. 
ly and the same effects produced in g 
longer time; but whatever good has 
been produced, reflects no honor on the 
crusaders; their designs were then of 
plunder and devastation, under the garb 
of religion, and at this period when rea. 
son has dispelled their foolish super. 

stition we can grieve that such wars 
were ever dignified by the standard of 
the cross, which should remind us that 
our founder came not to destroy, butto 
save, and it is to be hoped that the 
Christians of this day, whilst they view 
the crusades, may profit by the lesson, 
and remember that the doctrines of 
Christianity do not stand in need of 
corporeal or spiritual persecution, t 
establish them. 
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FROM THE UNIVERALIST MAGAZINI 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Tothe Editor of the Universalist Maga. 
zine. 


Rev. Sir,---It affords me no small 
degree of satisfaction to announce to 
you, and through the medium of your 
highly useful paper, to your numerous 
patrons, the unexpected success which 
has recently attended the ministration 
of life in different parts of Connecticut 

It must be a subject of pleasing re 
flection to you, Sir, that while you be 
hold the unprecedented success attend: 
ing your public labours in the vineyaré 
of our common Lord and Master, you 
are daily apprised of the progress od 
the cause of truth in different section— 
of our heavenly F[ather’s heritage 
through the instrumentality of vou 
public brethren of /z4e precious faith. 

The darkness in which the inhab 
tants of Connecticut generally have beet 


groping is well known to those who arf” 


in any degree acquainted with thei! 
civil and religious policy. 


Their means 


of acquiring knowledge were once vey 


ry contracted when compared to whi 
They are assiduous if” 


Sed 


they are now. 


their exertions, however, to improv 
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ing house in Long Society, 


thog@e who believe that God 7s the Sa- 


the advantages with which God has in-{lievers in the promise made to Abra- 
dulged them to the promotion of their! ham that in his seed (which is Christ) 


spiritual and temporal interest. With | 
great eagerness they listen to the word 
of life and evince by the multitude 
which throng the house of God that 
the progress of the human mind, 
ward that sublime degree of happiness, 
of which itis susceptible, cannot be ob- 
structed forever. ‘ The glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed and all flesh 
shall see it together.” 

I have preached alternately in the 
towns of Griswold, Preston, Norwich 
and Groton, to large congregations of 
devote worshippers, who pay the most 
dignified attention to the word of life, 
many of whom manifest by their daily 
walk and conversation, the sincerity of 
their hearts in the professions which 





they have made of faith in the gospel. 
There are but very few meeting houses 
in this part of the state, in which I have 
been refused admittance. St. George’s 
church in Griswold, is now at the dis-| 
posal of the brethren in the belief of | 
God’s impartialand unchangeable good- 
ness to the children of men. The meet-| 
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in Preston, is hkewise in the hands of 
viour fall nen. The north meeting 
house in Groton, is_ principally owned 
by the Universalists. It is true, there 
ig a minister of condemnation, who 
preaches semi-monthly in this place, 
but his influence is tast declining as is 
the case generally with the Clergy, in| 
this part of the state.---TVhere are two 
orthree meeting houses in Norwich 
city, closed against the ministers of 
light, but God taketh the worldly wise 
in their own craftings---their illiberali- 
ty will ultimately be recompensed on 
their own heads---the brethren have 
issued a subscription paper for the 
building of a meeting house at Chelsea- 
landing; many have subscribed libe- 
rally and in all probability their efforts 
will be crowned with success. Should 
this be the case there will bea capa- 
cious field open for the improvement 
of several public gifts in the county of 
New-London---May the Lord of the 
harvest graciously be pleased to send 


forth more faithful laborers into his 
vineyard---for truly the ‘* harvest is 
great but the laborers are few.” 

We have a church established in 


Philadelphia, Saturday, December 9, 
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should all the families of the earth be 
blessed. Numbers are continually floch- 
ing to it from every direction who are 

not ashamed of the name of Jesus, nor 
to declare publicly what he hath done 
for their souls. ‘They rejoice in God’s 
infinite love manifested through a com- 
passionate Redeemer to the lost sons 





and daughters of Adam, from among 
whom it may be said, “ God hath puri- 
fied unto himself a peculiar people zeal- 
ous of good works.” May the Lord 
continue to enlighten the minds of his 
creatures with the benignant rays of the 
gospel of peace. May the sun of 
righteousness diffuse his exhilerating 
splendour until the mists of error and 
darkness flee away, and mankind are 
brought to the enjoyment of eternal 
bliss and glory---the end for which they 
were created. 
De La Fayette Mace. 
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Norwick and vicinity composed of be- 





A TREATISE ON THE CARNAL 
MIND. 
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Continued from page 72 


I cannot help remarking here, that 
all the miracles of Christ were of the 
mercitul kind. When refreshment was 
wanted at a marriage feast, he turned 
water into wine; when the multitudes 
were hungry, he fed them, to the full, 
with five loaves and two fishes. The 
blind received their sight, and the deat 
their hearing; all manner of diseases 
were healed at his word, and the dead 
raised to life again, And although 
his disciples would have called down 
fire from heaven, on a certain occasion 
to consume those who did not receive 
him, yet he rebuked them, saying, 
‘Ye know not what manner of spirit 
ye are of. For the Son of man is not 
come to destroy men’s lives, but to 
save them.” And notwithstanding all 
power in heaven and in earth was given 
unto him, yet he never exercised that 
power in making the child of sorrow 
more sorrowful, in adding misery to 
the miserable, or in augmenting the 





distresses of the distressed. But on 
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the contrary, in no one instance did he 
ever pass by the afflicted, without af- 
fording immediate relief. It is true, 
however, that he once exercised his 
Divine authority in driving out those 
who profaned the temple ; but for a ve- 
ry good reason, as will more fully ap- 
pear by what follows ; for immediately 
the blind and the lame came to him in 
the temple, and he healed them. See 
Matth. xxi. 12, 14. 

But to return once more to the de- 
ceiver. We read in the sacred Scrip- 
tures that Christ was tempted of the 
devil. The tempter came unto him ; 
held conversation with him ; took him 
into the holy city ; took him up into an 
exceeding high mountain; brought him 
to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinna- 
cle of the temple ; all of which circum- 
stances fully prove, to the understand- 
ing of thousands, that the devil here 
spoken of must have been a real being. 
Butas I have undertaken to deny the 
existence of such a being, it will un- 
doubtedly be expected, that I should, 
at least, attempt to prove that no such 
being tempted Christ. And although 
I cannot presume, absolutely, to prove 
a negative, yet if it can be proved that 
Christ was tempted by that which was 
not areal being, then it will remain to 
be proved that he was tempted bya 
real being, before that idea can be ra- 
tionally believed. 

I have already shown, that should I 
admit that the devil, here spoken of, 
was a fallen angel, who was denomina- 
ted a devil, in consequence of his pos- 
sessing a deceitful disposition, like Ju- 
das who betrayed his Master, vet that 
does not prove the devil to be a real 
being ; because the angel existed before 
he was a devil;.and therefore should 
he cease to be a devil, he would still 

exist, and still be a real, and perhaps I 
might say, a good being ; in like man- 
ner as Saul of Tarsus existed, after he 
ceased to be a persecutor, and was a 
chosen vessel of God; the same as he 
had been in Christ from the foundation 
of the worid. 

The scripture language, in many res-~ 
pect8, is very figurative and allegori- 

cal; evil principles, as well as good, are 
often personified. And I think the 
reader will be willing to admit the pro- 
priety of this mod of writing or speak- 
ing. David frequently prays for the 
destruction of his enemies ; which may 
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be understood in a spiritual, as well as 
literal sense. As David desired the 
destruction of his literal*enemies, so 
Christ, the spiritual David, desires the 
destruction of his spiritual enemies. 
But who are his enemies which he de- 
sires the destruction of ? Not men, 
nor any other real beings, but those 
enemies that proceed from the carnal 
mind, which is enmity against God. 
But when speaking of men, who may 
be considered our enemies, in a certain 
sense, Christ says, ‘** Love your ene- 
mies ; bless them that curse you; do 
good to them that despitefully use you 
and persecute you.” But Christ nev- 
er commanded usto love the carnal 
mind, nor any thing that proceeds from 
it. 

Ifthen we may admit the propriety 
of personifying an evil principle, which, 
I think, will be conceded to, and if we 
let the Scriptures speak for themselves, 
we shall discover that there is no ne- 
cessity of supposing, or believing, that 
there was any other devil, which tempt- 
ed Christ, than that which proceeded 
from the earthy man, in consequence 
of his taking on him the seed of Abra- 
ham, or a part of the flesh and blood, 
of which, the children are partakers. 
See Heb. ii. 14, 16. 

I have been thus particular, in these 
remarks, in order to prepare the mind 
of the reader to receive the evidence I 
am about to adduce. For although I 
am satisfied that the evidence is con- 
clusive in itself, yet, unless the mind is 
previously divested of prejudice, it 
will have no weight. 

Let it be in the first place observed, 
that there is no sin in being tempted. 
The sin consists in giving way to the 
temptation. But unless a man was to 
feel the power of tcinptation there 
would be no virtue in his withstanding 
it. To deal just/y may be considered 
an act of moral goodness, even when 
there is no inclination to do otherwise; 
but for a man to adhere strictly to his 
duty, when heis tempted to take a con- 
trary course, must certainly be con- 
sidered a still higher point of virtue. 

Let us now see the plain scripture 
testimony rcspecting the temptation of 
Christ. It may be reduced to a pro- 
per syllogism. ‘Thus, 

Major. “ For we have not an high 
priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities ; but was 





in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin,” Heb. iv. 15. 

Minor. * Let no man say when he is 
tempted, I am tempted cf God ; for 
God cannot be tempted with evil, nei- 
ther tempteth he any man: but every 
man is tempted when he is drawn away 
of Ais own lust and enticed,” James i. 
13, 14. 

Conclusion. ** The man Christ Je- 
sus’”* was tempted of his own **¥**, 
in all points like as we are ! 

SYLLOGISM II 

Major. “ Jesus was led up of the 
spirit into the wilderness, to be tempt- 
ed of the devi/ ;”” ~Matth. iv. 1. * But 
was tempted in all points like as we 
are.” 

Minor. We are tempted when we 
are drawn away of our * own dust.” 

Conclusion. Our own lust is the de- 
vil /t 

As this argument cannot be other- 
wise evaded, it being too conclusive, it 
may be called sophistry ! and therefore, 
be rejected! But it is presumed that 
the candid reader will not reject it un- 
tilhe has taken a review of the premi- 
ses. 

It requires like causes to produce 
like effects. If therefore Christ were 
tempted in all points like as we are, the, 
tempter must have been in all points 
the same ; and if the second Adam had 
been as liable to have been deceived, 
as the first, in my opinion, the conse- 
quences, also, would have been in all 
points the same. 

As a further proof that Christ was 
tempted in all points like as we are, we 
find that he was tempted to do that 
which, we may rationally conclude, 
would have been our wishes to have 
done, if we had been in the same cir- 
cumstances, and had been vested with 
the same power. 

When he was hungry, he was tempt- 
ed, probably by his hunger, to command 
the stones to made bread. But recol- 
lecting that man was not to live by 
bread alone, he forbore. And as his 
kingdom was not of this world, and he 





*1 Tim. ii. 5. 


t These are the syllogisms which were in- 
serted in the' first volume of the Messenger, 
page 59, and which were called folish by T. 
page 83, col. 1; but their foily has not been 
pointed out, neither are we yet able tosee 
wherein it consists. 
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came not to do his own will but the wij; 
of um that sent him, this considera. 
tion kept him above the gratification of 
his fleshly appetite, any further than 
what was consistent with the. ultimate 
end for which he came into the world, 
And the same may be said with re. 
gard to every other temptation, 
To be continued. 
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MR. GILSON’S SCHOOL. 


Mr. Epiror, 

Will you permit a friend to science, 
and one who wishes to see its first 
principles correctly taught, to recom. 
mend to our friends in the Northern 
Liberties, through the medium of the 
Christian Messenger, Mr. Gilson’s 
school, back of No. 351 North Third 
street, second door above Green street, 
where are taught, on very reasonable 
terms, not only the elements of literature, 
but also the higher branches of mathe. 
matics ; and, so far as we have under. 
stood, both pupils and parents have 
received general satisfaction. 


PHILO. 


‘“ B” in answer to‘*Q.” in our next, 


MARRIED. ° 
By the Rev: Mr. Kneelaud, Mr. Jous 
EckKSsTEIN to Miss SuSAN CONARD. 
Also—Mr. WiLLiaMm BLack, to Miss Ay- 
NA YOUNG. 
COMPASSION. 


Oh! I mark’d her blue eye, it was humid and 
bright, 

And her sighs were more gentle than eve- 
ning’s last breath, 

And the look that she gave, ’twas dear to the 
sight, 

As the smile on the cheek of religion in death. 

To her quick heaving bosom an orphan she 

rest. 

While the soft stream of sympathy stole from 
her eye ; ; 

And her accents were soothing as words 0! 
the blest, 

Speaking peace to the heart, from the azure 
arch’d sky. 


On the cheek of the wand’rer tho’ cold as 
the snow, 

Her life breathing lips she with gentleness 
laid, 

Again “twas illumin’ d with health’s ruddy 
glow, ; 

Again o’er its feature’s serenity play’d. 

Compassion! I hail thee, thou first born of 
heaven, 

For thou lov’st in the breast of the humble to 
dwell, 

Andwhen from the home ofthe great thou 
art driven, 

May his heart be thy pillow, his bosom thy cell 
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